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Environmental Protection Agency § 243.202–1 

§ 243.201 Safety. 

§ 243.201–1 Requirement. 
Collection systems shall be operated 

in such a manner as to protect the 
health and safety of personnel associ-
ated with the operation. 

§ 243.201–2 Recommended procedures: 
Operations. 

(a) All solid waste collection per-
sonnel should receive instructions and 
training in safe container and waste 
handling techniques, and in the proper 
operation of collection equipment, 
such as those presented in Operation 
Responsible: Safe Refuse Collection. 

(b) Personal protective equipment 
such as gloves, safety glasses, res-
pirators, and footwear should be used 
by collection employees, as appro-
priate. This equipment should meet the 
applicable provisions of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administra-
tion Standards for Subpart I—Personal 
Protective Equipment (29 CFR 1910.132 
through 1910.137). 

(c) Scavenging should be prohibited 
at all times to avoid injury and to pre-
vent interference with collection oper-
ations. 

(d) When conducting carryout collec-
tion, a leakproof and puncture-proof 
carrying container should be used to 
minimize the potential for physical 
contact between the collector and the 
solid waste or the liquids which may 
derive from it. 

§ 243.202 Collection equipment. 

§ 243.202–1 Requirement. 
(a) All vehicles used for the collec-

tion and transportation of solid waste 
(or materials which have been sepa-
rated for the purpose of recycling) 
which are considered to be operating in 
interstate or foreign commerce shall 
meet all applicable standards estab-
lished by the Federal Government, in-
cluding, but not limited to, Motor Car-
rier Safety Standards (49 CFR parts 390 
through 396) and Noise Emission Stand-
ards for Motor Carriers Engaged in 
Interstate Commerce (40 CFR part 202). 
Federally owned collection vehicles 
shall be operated in compliance with 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Stand-
ards (49 CFR parts 500 through 580). 

(b) All vehicles used for the collec-
tion and transportation of solid waste 
(or materials which have been sepa-
rated for the purpose of recycling) shall 
be enclosed or adequate provisions 
shall be made for suitable cover, so 
that while in transit there can be no 
spillage. 

(c) The equipment used in the com-
paction, collection, and transportation 
of solid waste (or materials which have 
been separated for the purpose of recy-
cling) shall be constructed, operated, 
and maintained in such a manner as to 
minimize health and safety hazards to 
solid waste management personnel and 
the public. This equipment shall be 
maintained in good condition and kept 
clean to prevent the propagation or at-
traction of vectors and the creation of 
nuisances. 

(d) Collection equipment used for the 
collection, storage, and transportation 
of solid waste (or materials which have 
been separated for recycling) must 
meet the standards established by the 
American National Standards Institute 
as follows: Mobile Refuse Collection 
and Compaction Equipment—Safety 
Requirements, 1992, American National 
Standards Institute, ANSI Z245.1–1992; 
and Stationary Compactors—Safety 
Requirements, 1997, American National 
Standards Institute, ANSI Z245.2–1997. 

(1) The Director of the Federal Reg-
ister approves this incorporation by 
reference in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. 

(2) You may obtain a copy from 
American National Standards Insti-
tute, 11 W. 42nd Street, New York, NY 
10036. You may inspect a copy at the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
RCRA Information Center, 1235 Jeffer-
son Davis Highway, Arlington, VA or 
at the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). For informa-
tion on the availability of this mate-
rial at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go 
to: http://www.archives.gov/ 
federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. 

In the procurement of new collection 
equipment before the effective dates of 
ANSI Z245.1, equipment which meets 
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the standards shall be obtained if avail-
able. 

[41 FR 6769, Feb. 13, 1976, as amended at 64 
FR 70606, Dec. 17, 1999; 69 FR 18803, Apr. 9, 
2004] 

§ 243.202–2 Recommended procedures: 
Design. 

(a) Whenever possible, enclosed, 
metal, leak-resistant compactor vehi-
cles should be used for the collection of 
solid wastes. 

(b) Safety devices, including, but not 
limited to, the following should be pro-
vided on all collection vehicles: 

(1) Exterior rear-view mirrors. 
(2) Back-up lights. 
(3) Four-way emergency flashers. 
(4) Easily accessible first aid equip-

ment. 
(5) Easily accessible fire extin-

guisher. 
(6) Audible reverse warning device. 
(c) If crew members ride outside the 

cab of the collection vehicle for short 
trips the vehicle should be equipped 
with handholds and platforms big 
enough to safeguard against slipping. 

(d) Vehicle size should take into con-
sideration: Local weight and height 
limits for all roads over which the ve-
hicle will travel; turning radius; and 
loading height in the unloading posi-
tion to insure overhead clearance in 
transfer stations, service buildings, in-
cinerators, or other facilities. 

(e) Engines which conserve fuel and 
minimize pollution should be used in 
collection vehicles to reduce fuel con-
sumption and air pollution. 

§ 243.202–3 Recommended procedures: 
Operations. 

(a) Collection vehicles should be 
maintained and serviced according to 
manufacturers’ recommendations, and 
receive periodic vehicle safety checks, 
including, but not limited to, inspec-
tion of brakes, windshield wipers, tail-
lights, backup lights, audible reverse 
warning devices, tires, and hydraulic 
systems. Any irregularities should be 
repaired before the vehicle is used. Ve-
hicles should also be cleaned thor-
oughly at least once a week. 

(b) Solid waste should not be allowed 
to remain in collection vehicles over 24 
hours and should only be left in a vehi-
cle overnight when this practice does 

not constitute a fire, health, or safety 
hazard. 

§ 243.203 Collection frequency. 

§ 243.203–1 Requirement. 

Solid wastes (or materials which 
have been separated for the purpose of 
recycling) shall be collected with fre-
quency sufficient to inhibit the propa-
gation or attraction of vectors and the 
creation of nuisances. Solid wastes 
which contain food wastes shall be col-
lected at a minimum of once during 
each week. Bulky wastes shall be col-
lected at a minimum of once every 3 
months. 

§ 243.203–2 Recommended procedures: 
Operations. 

(a) The minimum collection fre-
quency consistent with public health 
and safety should be adopted to mini-
mize collection costs and fuel con-
sumption. In establishing collection 
frequencies, generation rates, waste 
composition, and storage capacity 
should be taken into consideration. 

(b) When solid wastes are separated 
at the point of storage into various 
categories for the purpose of resource 
recovery, a collection frequency should 
be designated for each waste category. 

§ 243.204 Collection management. 

§ 243.204–1 Requirement. 

The collection of solid wastes (or ma-
terials which have been separated for 
the purpose of recycling) shall be con-
ducted in a safe, efficient manner, 
strictly obeying all applicable traffic 
and other laws. The collection vehicle 
operator shall be responsible for imme-
diately cleaning up all spillage caused 
by his operations, for protecting pri-
vate and public property from damage 
resulting from his operations, and for 
creating no undue disturbance of the 
peace and quiet in residential areas in 
and through which he operates. 

§ 243.204–2 Recommended procedures: 
Operations. 

(a) Records should be maintained de-
tailing all costs (capital, operating, 
and maintenance) associated with the 
collection system. These records 
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